
2019 Annual Meeting of the Society for Mathematical Biology conference report 
 
The 2019 Annual Meeting of the Society for Mathematical Biology was an illuminating 
experience showing the extensive influence of mathematics on the biological science. 
This year’s meeting was held in the heart of Montreal in ‘la belle province’. The meeting 
opened with a fantastic reception in the atrium, where food and drink were plentiful. 
The opening talk the next morning was a fantastic look at the ways mathematics can 
innovate and inform research in diabetes leading to better screening processes and 
making meaningful predictions about diabetic risk. The momentum and energy was 
sustained through a series of plenary talks by Kim Cuddington, Lindi Wahl, Mortiz Thon, 
Morgan Craig, Helen Byrne, Carolijn Colin, Nick Monk, Naoki Masuda, and Jinzhi Lei. 
 
These plenary talks were broken up with a record number of breakout sessions that 
represented all interests in mathematical biology from mathematical psychology 
through mathematics education to stochastic models of extinction. Of particular interest 
to me, was the increasingly common session on pollinator modeling and dynamics 
where four fantastic talks showed how this particular sub-discipline has continued to 
grow and innovate both mathematically and biologically. 
 
I think it is safe to say though that everyone’s favourite part of the conference were 
indeed the breaks where discussions could thrive and new ideas could be born (the 
coffee was pretty good too). These discussions often continued over dinner and drinks 
at one of the restaurants and pubs scattered around the University of Montreal. 
 
This meeting was notable for its incredible attendance. Over 500 people had registered 
for the conference and made for an incredibly diverse crowd. Despite this, the 
community feeling was not lost, showing the strength of the society and the growing 
popularity of mathematical biology.  
 

By Matt Betti, Assistant Professor at Mount Allison University, 
 

 
 


